FAQ’s
No particular order

What schools do most children/youth living on the installation attend?
· Bellevue Public Schools serves our base housing for on an off base.  Depending on your address, it may be one of 4 elementary schools, one of 3 middle schools or one of 2 high schools.

What schools do children/youth living off base attend?
· Offutt AFB has unique educational opportunities within commuting distance to base.  There are over 20 public school districts located in the Omaha metro area as well as Council Bluffs and Glenwood Iowa.  The two largest districts  educating our military youth are Bellevue Public Schools and Papillion LaVista Community Schools.

These schools fall under the guidance of the Nebraska Department of Education – there are no DoD Schools in Nebraska.

When does school start?
· Most schools start around the second or third week of August.  Each district has different start dates.

How old must a child be to start school?
· To enter kindergarten, students must be 5 years of age on or before July 31.  Compulsory age for Nebraska is 6 years old.




What are the school’s accountability data (ranking, test scores, financial, demographics, etc.)?
· You can find this information on the Nebraska Department of Education’s website at https://nep.education.ne.gov/   Once on the website, scroll to the bottom and search by district or school.

How does transportation work for schools?
· Please look into the transportation for the district you will be attending.  Some districts you must live outside a 4-mile radius to qualify for bussing.

What kind of before and after-school and holiday care programs are available?
· Most elementary schools will offer before and after school care at the school through their district’s foundation.  These tend to fill up fast, should you be interested, it is recommended you contact the district’s foundation as soon as possible.

There is before and after school care also available through Offutt Youth Programs.  To sign up or get on the waiting list, visit  https://militarychildcare.com/ 

Can I choose what school my children/youth attend?
· Nebraska is not an open enrollment state.  Your address will determine the school and district you are zoned for.  Nebraska is an option enrollment state meaning you have the option to enroll into a different district.  You will not get to choose the school; however, you may get asked to list options within that district.  Option enrollment is not always guaranteed and can be denied for various reasons.  If granted, you will be responsible for transportation. 

Applications are due March 15 for the following school year.  
